Course Caps Resolution

Adopted by Yuba College Academic Senate, Feb 12 2026
Adopted by Woodland Community College Academic Senate, Feb 27, 2026

Whereas, California Education Code: § 70902 (b)(7)" establishes the “right of academic senates
to assume primary responsibility for making recommendations in the areas of curriculum and
academic standards” and Title 5: §532002 defines academic and professional matters as “policy
development and implementation matters” that include curriculum;

Whereas, The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges (ASCCC) paper titled
“Setting Course Enrollment Maximums: Process, Roles, and Principles” states that, “Because
class size can clearly impact instruction, course enrollment maximums are a curricular and
academic matter and thus fall under the purview of the academic senate” and describes
strategies for meeting both collegial consultation and bargaining obligations;

Whereas, Academic Senates or Curriculum Committees at other California Community Colleges
(CCC) commonly engage in decision-making on class size (also known as course caps)?,
including as part of course approval in the course outline of record ¢ or an Academic Senate-
approved curriculum-based rubric’;

Whereas, Senates have a unique perspective on course caps that centers on students,
including their learning, experience, safety, and success, and the capacity of instructor to
provide individualized support, ensure regular substantive interaction, and implement equity
practices;

Whereas, The YCCD Board of Trustees adopted the 2022-2026 FAYCCD CBA in January
2025, which included a curriculum-based rubric that circumvented Senate purview® and grants
the Vice Chancellor of Educational Planning final authority on course cap decisions, effectively
placing curriculum under administrator purview;

Whereas, Both Academic Senates voted to add course caps as a “+1” to Board Policy (BP)
2510 Participation in Local Decision Making® in March 2025, but YCCD administration continues
to dissent on the basis of an internal legal memo that cannot be shared with Academic Senate
leadership (part of YCCD) because of attorney-client privilege (although YCCD is the client);
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=70902
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I604256434C6911EC93A8000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/ClassCapsS12_0.pdf
https://www.cerritos.edu/curriculum/_includes/docs/Curriculum_Committee_Handbook_2023_2024_ua.pdf
https://sccollege.edu/campus/collegeoffices/curriculum/Shared%20Documents/CIC%20Reference%20Materials/Class%20Capacity/Establishing%20and%20Modifying%20Course%20Caps%20from%20C.%20E.%20%20FINAL.pdf
https://sccollege.edu/campus/collegeoffices/curriculum/Shared%20Documents/CIC%20Reference%20Materials/Class%20Capacity/Establishing%20and%20Modifying%20Course%20Caps%20from%20C.%20E.%20%20FINAL.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/redwoods/Board.nsf/files/CVVU5T7A6CD2/$file/COMM-1%20Updated%20Public%20Speaking.pdf
https://www.sbcc.edu/curriculumcommittee/files/ClassCaps.pdf
https://www.yccd.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2022-2026-FAYCCD-Collective-Bargaining-Agreement-FINAL-Board-Approved-02.13.25.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/yccd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ABCNT7617027

Whereas, During a time when our students need more instructor interaction and individual
support more than ever, the unvetted course caps process has established unreasonable class
sizes that continue to compromise student success, and the longer we wait, the longer we
tolerate negative impacts on students;

Resolved, That the Woodland Community College Academic Senate and Yuba College
Academic Senate urge the YCCD Board of Trustees to direct the Vice Chancellor of Education
and Planning to collegially consult the Senates on the process and rubric for determining course
caps prior to formal District-Association negotiation. Senate leadership and the Vice Chancellor
of Education and Planning must collaboratively develop the process, which must then be
formally approved by both Senates.

Resolved, That the Senates urge the Board to provide a timeline detailing when and how
collegial consultation on course caps will occur.



